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Establishing a Transfer 

Credit Policy that Works



Session Plan

ÅFrench-based education system

ÅBritish-based education system

ÅHybrids and outliers ïCameroon 

ÅInternational Baccalaureate

ÅGermany and Italy é are there others?

ÅAcademic institution vs professional credential     

evaluators ïa debate

ÅTips for establishing a transfer policy that works



France and French-Based 

Education Systems

ÅFrench Baccalaureate (ñBacò) demonstrates 

completion of secondary education

ÅTypically completed at the end of the 12th academic 

year

Å5+4+3





Types of institutions and identifying levels:

Preschool Elementary Middle? High?



Understanding the changing placement 
recommendations

Å 1964 ςάaŀȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ someadvanced standing. It is 
recommended that they be granted up to 1 year of 
ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦέ 

Å 1988 ςάaŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
with possibleŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ

Å 2007 ςάCǊŜǎƘƳŀƴ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ

Passage rate:
40% (1960s) 78.3% (1999) 87.9% (2014)



Purdue University:

French Baccalaureate - can be used to demonstrate completion 
of secondary school education for both freshman and transfer 
admissions. However, no college credit is awarded to the French 
Baccalaureate exams. 

Link to institutional 
policy:http://www.iss.purdue.edu/Admission/intlEd.cfm#french
(French Baccalaureate)

http://www.iss.purdue.edu/Admission/intlEd.cfm#french


Other Francophone 
Countries

The Baccalaureate credentials earned 
in the other Francophone countries 
can also be used to demonstrate 
completion of secondary school 
education for both freshman and 
transfer admissions (e.g. Moroccan 
Baccalaureate Exam). However, no 
college credit is awarded to any of 
the Baccalaureate exams completed in 
the other Francophone countries.

Algeria
Benin

Burkina Faso
Cameroon

Central African 
Republic

Chad
Congo

/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ
French 

Polynesia
Guinea
Haiti

Lebanon
Luxemburg
Madagascar

Mali
Martinique

Monaco
Niger

Reunion
Rwanda
Senegal
Somalia

Togo
Tunisia



United Kingdom and British-

Based Education Systems

ÅSecondary school years are called ñformsò ïForm 

V, the final year of secondary schools grants access 

to the GCSE or O-level exams

ÅForm VI is a 2-year pre-university program leading 

to GCE A-levels. 
ÅAS levels may be taken after year 1 of Form VI

ÅUniversity admission typically requires 2-3 A-level 

passes

Å6+5+2





1. Assessment will be mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used only 
where they are needed to test essential skills.
2. AS and A levels will be assessed at the end of the course. AS assessments will 
ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ м ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ! ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ нΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ 
longer be divided into modules and there will be no exams in January.
3. AS and A levels will be decoupled ςthis means that AS results will no longer 
count towards an A level, in the way they do now.
4. AS levels can be designed by exam boards to be taught alongside the first year 
of A levels.
5. The content for the new A levels has been reviewed and updated. Universities 
played a greater role in this for the new qualifications than they did previously.

AS and A level Reform

New AS-results 2016, A-results 2017

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-a-level-reform/get-the-facts-as-and-a-level-reform

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-a-level-reform/get-the-facts-as-and-a-level-reform


The Ohio State University

· We award credit for any exam beyond the GCSEs that is 
recognized by the AQA or any of the other five examinations 
agencies in the U.K and Ireland.

· We award for AS level exams as well as A level exams



Purdue University:

United Kingdom - GCSE, IGCSE, and GCE O-level exams can be used to demonstrate 
completion of secondary school education for both freshman and transfer 
admissions. Students who receive a grade of B or above in the First Language English 
subject in any of these 3 exams are exempt from providing proof of English 
proficiency when applying for admission. At the moment, college credits are 
awarded to A-level exams with grades B and A. No college credit is awarded to AS 
exams. Students with A/S exams and A-level grades below a B will be encouraged to 
test out. Links to institutional policies:

http://www.iss.purdue.edu/Admission/intlEd.cfm#general(United Kingdom)

http://www.iss.purdue.edu/admission/ugrad/alevel.cfm(A-level)

http://www.iss.purdue.edu/Admission/intlEd.cfm#general
http://www.iss.purdue.edu/admission/ugrad/alevel.cfm


Cameroon ïOne country, 

two systems, and moreé

ÅOne country, two education systems
ÅAnglophone: 7+5+2 (6+5+2 after 2008)

ÅFrancophone: 6+4+3

ÅSimple solution? Not quite ïBaccalaureat reforms 

never took place in Cameroon. 





The admission requirements set out below are the minimum requirements which 
may entitle an applicant to a place in the University for First Degree Courses: 
Å The GCE O/L, with passes in five approved subjects including English Language 

prior to sitting the GCE A/L
Å One of the following requirements in the GCE A/L:
Å Two GCE/AL passes at the same sitting.
Å The BAC in the series appropriate to the intended field for specialization.

Individual departments may impose additional and specific requirements.
Students whose language of instruction was not English, will be required to pass a 
prescribed English Language test, unless they have successfully completed the 
Special Intensive English Language Course.

https://www.go-student.net/final/public/index.php/admission_programs

Admission Requirements

https://www.go-student.net/final/public/index.php/admission_programs


ÅFounded in 1968, registered in Geneva, Switzerland

ÅFour highly respected programs of international 
education (ages 3 to 19)
ÅPrimary Years Program (Ages 3-12)

ÅMiddle Years Program (Ages 11-16)

ÅDiploma Program (Ages 16-19)

ÅCareer-related Program (Ages 16-19)

ÅAs of November 7, 2016, 5,907 programs offered 
worldwide at 4,546 schools. 

International Baccalaureate



Purdue University:

International Baccalaureate - College credits 
are normally awarded for IB HL exam 
subjects only, but there are a few 
exceptions. College credits are awarded for 
scores 5-7. Students with scores lower than 
5 are encouraged to test out for college 
credits. Link to institutional policy:

http://www.iss.purdue.edu/admission/ugra
d/ib.cfm (International Baccalaureate)

General guidelines:

Å Exams can be taken at either the 

Subsidiary Level (SL) or at the 

Higher Level (HL) credit normally 

will be awarded for HL subjects 

only, but there are a few 

exceptions

Å Exams are scored 7 ï1              

(7 = A+, 6 = A, 5 = B, 4 = C); 

credit will be awarded for 7 ï5; 

students with lower grades 

should be encouraged to test out

http://www.iss.purdue.edu/admission/ugrad/ib.cfm


Excel Spreadsheet with University Policy Index includes self-reported policy 
information provided by universities through October, 2015 ςsee: 
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/university-admission/university-policy-index-en.xlsx

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/university-admission/university-policy-index-en.xlsx


For more information on 
transfer credit policies, please 
ǎŜŜ άUniversity credit for 
secondary school coursework 
in North Americaέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ 
UK NARIC conference, 
November 2016, London, UK

https://www.foreigncredits.co
m/Resources/Presentations/Un
iversity-Credit-for-Secondary-
School.pdf

https://www.foreigncredits.com/Resources/Presentations/University-Credit-for-Secondary-School.pdf


German Abitur

ÅFormally known as the Zeugnisder Allgemeinen
Hochschulreife(Certificate of General Maturity for 
Higher Education)

ÅIssued to candidates who have passed the final 
examinations for upper secondary after 12 or 13 
years of schooling

ÅEnables students to attend university

ÅEquivalent to the U.S. high school diploma



German 
Educational 
Ladder: Pre-
Bologna

ÅPrimary-secondary 
education is 4+2+7

ÅSecondary school 
(Gymnasium) lasts 7 years

ÅTotal primary-secondary is 
13 years



German 
Educational 
Ladder: Bologna

ÅPrimary-secondary 
education is 4+2+6

ÅSecondary school 
(Gymnasium) lasts 6 years

ÅTotal primary-secondary is 
12 years



German Abitur ςchanges?

ÅThe length of the Gymnasiumhas been reduced by 
one year as of AY 2012-2013 in most states (länder)

ÅThe number of instructional hours and 
examinations has remained the same

ÅShould you treat the 12-year and 13-year Abitur 
equally?



Abitur example (12 year)



Abitur final examinations



Transfer credit?

Yes

ÅUntil recently, it 
represented 13 years of 
education

ÅOften, courses are taught 
at a higher level compared 
to corresponding ones at 
U.S. high schools

No

ÅThe Abitur is a secondary 
education credential

ÅNo advanced standing 
credit is awarded in 
Germany



Considerations and 
Recommendations
ÅSome examinations are taken at the advanced level (Leistungsfach) and 

some at the basic level (Grundsfach)

ÅIf awarding credit, advanced level should be weighted more (e.g. 8 
credits per subject); basic level should be weighted less (e.g. 4 credits 
per subject)

ÅTake into consideration the grade

ÅTotal awarded credit should not exceed one year of undergraduate 
study (24-30 credits)

ÅCourse equivalencies should be awarded in accordance with 
institutional policy and with prior consultation with relevant 
stakeholders (faculty, deans, administrators, etc.)



Examples

1. University of South Florida (USF)

https://www.systemacademics.usf.edu/credit-by-
exam/?page=exam&exam=ABITUR

2. Penn State

http://admissions.psu.edu/info/future/international/
credit/

https://www.systemacademics.usf.edu/credit-by-exam/?page=exam&exam=ABITUR
http://admissions.psu.edu/info/future/international/credit/



