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Foreign Credentials



Foreign Credentials

What do we need?

How do we know what we need?

What formats are acceptable?



Utilizing Online Resources

• ECE (Educational Credential Evaluators)

https://www.ece.org/

• China Credential Services (China only)

http://www.chinacredentialservices.com/services/credential-evaluation/required-
documents/

• One Earth International Credential Evaluations:

http://oneearthevaluations.org/required-documentation

• WES (World Education Services)

http://www.wes.org/required/

• Educational Perspectives

http://www.edperspective.org/documentation-requirements.php

https://www.ece.org/
http://www.chinacredentialservices.com/services/credential-evaluation/required-documents/
http://oneearthevaluations.org/required-documentation
http://www.wes.org/required/
http://www.edperspective.org/documentation-requirements.php


Document Formats

Electronic Verifications
Sealed Envelopes
Originals
University VS College-Issued Documents
Internal Documents VS External Examination Documents
Notarized Copies
Attested Copies
Photocopies
Electronic Copies
Fax Copies



China: Acceptable Documents

Sealed Envelopes

Originals

Notarized Copies

Electronic Verifications

Copies



India: Acceptable Documents

Internal Documents

External Examination Documents

Affiliated College-Issued Documents

University-Issued Documents

Attested Documents



Internal school documents 
vs. External examinations

Internal “progress-check” examinations 
in the 
‘off years’ 
(9th and 11th grades).

NOT official for use in India, 
BUT often considered for freshman 
admission 
for lack of a better option.
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Some Exam Boards Now Offer Exams Between X & XII



College-Issued VS University-Issued

• Degrees in India are only issued by: 
• Universities
• Deemed universities
• National Institutes of Technology
• Institutions of National Importance

• Exams are conducted by the degree-granting institution (in most cases)
• Autonomous colleges conduct exams & sometimes issue provisional degree 

certificates, but degree still awarded by university.
• A few universities have authorized affiliated colleges to conduct exams for the first 

few years, but the university conducts at least the final exam. (Example: University of 
Mumbai)



Indian Degree 
certificates:

Only issued by 
universities



Indian Provisional Degree 
Certificates: 

Issued by Universities
or Autonomous 

(not Affiliated) Colleges



Transcript from an Affiliated College



University of Mumbai: 
Exams by Affiliated College 

& University



Indian 
Transcripts VS 
Marksheets

Transcripts show all exams…
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… But usually not all 
attempts!



Credential Verification

• Government Services

• Examination Authority Databases

• Ministry of Education Services

• Provincial/Regional/State Databases

• Institutional Websites



Online Verification Resources

Free Paid



Online verification (Free)
India: 

• Links to results from various secondary boards: http://results.gov.in/academics.aspx

• Central Board of Secondary Education exam results: http://cbseresults.nic.in/

• Some universities offer online verification:

Maharashtra University of Health Sciences: http://www.muhs.ac.in/Default.aspx Degree Verification

China: http://www.chinacredentialservices.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Its-All-Chinese-to-Me.pdf

Ecuador:

• Secondary: http://servicios.educacion.gob.ec/titulacion25-web/faces/paginas/consulta-titulos-refrendados.xhtml

• Post-secondary: http://www.senescyt.gob.ec/web/guest/index.php/consultas

Philippines:

• Professional licenses: http://www.prc.gov.ph/services/?id=16

Ukraine:

• Post-secondary diplomas 2015-present: http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/

http://results.gov.in/academics.aspx
http://cbseresults.nic.in/
http://www.muhs.ac.in/Default.aspx
http://www.chinacredentialservices.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Its-All-Chinese-to-Me.pdf
http://servicios.educacion.gob.ec/titulacion25-web/faces/paginas/consulta-titulos-refrendados.xhtml
http://www.senescyt.gob.ec/web/guest/index.php/consultas
http://www.prc.gov.ph/services/?id=16
http://www.inforesurs.gov.ua/


Online verification (Paid)

China:

http://www.chinadegrees.com.cn/

http://www.chsi.com.cn/xlcx/lscx.jsp

WAEC:

• Nigeria: http://www.waecdirect.org (from 1980)

• Ghana: https://ghana.waecdirect.org (from 1990)

• Sierra Leone: http://www.waecsierra-leone.org (from 1993)

• The Gambia: http://app.waecgambia.org/resultchecker/resultchecker.aspx (from 1993)

• Liberia: http://results.liberiawaec.org (from 1998)

http://www.chinadegrees.com.cn/
http://www.chsi.com.cn/xlcx/lscx.jsp
http://www.waecdirect.org
https://ghana.waecdirect.org
http://www.waecsierra-leone.org
http://app.waecgambia.org/resultchecker/resultchecker.aspx
http://results.liberiawaec.org


Recognition/Accreditation



Recognition

Institutional VS Programmatic

Country-Specific



Recognition Information

• Institutional Website!

• Ministry of Education (i.e. China, Russia)

• Provincial/State/Regional Organizations

• Government Organizations (i.e. UGC – India)



Recognition Resources: General

• NAFSA:

Guide to Educational Systems around the World

https://www.nafsa.org/Resource_Library_Assets/Publications_Library/Online_Guid
e_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/

ACE Network (network.nafsa.org/communities/)
Experts in education systems around the world can help answer accreditation questions

• EP Nuffic Foreign Education Systems

https://www.epnuffic.nl/en/diploma-recognition/foreign-education-systems

• Alberta Government IQAS

http://www.alberta.ca/IQAS-education-guides.aspx

• Foreign Credits Classbase

http://www.classbase.com/

https://www.nafsa.org/Resource_Library_Assets/Publications_Library/Online_Guide_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/
network.nafsa.org/communities/
https://www.epnuffic.nl/en/diploma-recognition/foreign-education-systems
http://www.alberta.ca/IQAS-education-guides.aspx
http://www.classbase.com/


NAFSA: Guide to Educational Systems
www.nafsa.org/Resource_Library_Assets/Publications_Library/Online_Guide_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/

http://www.nafsa.org/Resource_Library_Assets/Publications_Library/Online_Guide_to_Educational_Systems_Around_the_World/


NAFSA: ACE Network 
www.network.nafsa.org/communities/

http://www.network.nafsa.org/communities/


EP Nuffic
www.epnuffic.nl/en/diploma-recognition/foreign-education-systems

http://www.epnuffic.nl/en/diploma-recognition/foreign-education-systems


Recognition Resources: Country-Specific

United Kingdom 

• HEIs (colleges/universities):

www.gov.uk/check-a-university-is-officially-recognised/recognised-bodies/

www.hedd.ac.uk/browseInstitutions.htm

Pakistan 

• HEIs: www.hec.gov.pk/english/universities/pages/recognised.aspx

Brazil:

• Undergraduate & Especialização: http://emec.mec.gov.br/

• Mestrados & Doutorados: https://sucupira.capes.gov.br/sucupira/public/consultas/coleta/programa/listaPrograma.jsf?acao=pesquisarRegiao

India:

• HEIs: http://www.ugc.ac.in/

China:

• HEIs: 

http://www.moe.edu.cn/srcsite/A03/moe_634/201606/t20160603_248263.html (2016, in Chinese)

http://en.moe.gov.cn/Resources/Directories/201506/t20150626_191383.html (2014, in English)

http://www.gov.uk/check-a-university-is-officially-recognised/recognised-bodies/
http://www.hedd.ac.uk/browseInstitutions.htm
http://www.hec.gov.pk/english/universities/pages/recognised.aspx
http://emec.mec.gov.br/
https://sucupira.capes.gov.br/sucupira/public/consultas/coleta/programa/listaPrograma.jsf?acao=pesquisarRegiao
http://www.ugc.ac.in/
http://www.moe.edu.cn/srcsite/A03/moe_634/201606/t20160603_248263.html
http://en.moe.gov.cn/Resources/Directories/201506/t20150626_191383.html


United Kingdom 
www.gov.uk/check-a-university-is-officially-recognised/recognised-bodies

www.hedd.ac.uk/browseInstitutions.htm

http://www.gov.uk/check-a-university-is-officially-recognised/recognised-bodies
http://www.hedd.ac.uk/browseInstitutions.htm


Pakistan
www.hec.gov.pk/english/universities/pages/recognised.aspx

http://www.hec.gov.pk/english/universities/pages/recognised.aspx


UGC does not grant recognition, 
but maintains lists of institutions that have been recognized by a central or state act



India: What about NAAC Accreditation?

http://www.naac.gov.in/

• NAAC accredits HEIs in India & assigns letter grade rankings

• NAAC accreditation currently mandatory for colleges & universities

• HOWEVER: NAAC accreditation does not convey degree-granting 
authority (official recognition)

• Degree-granting authority for a particular institution can be established 
only by a government act (central or state)

http://www.naac.gov.in/


China: MOE



Google Chrome is Your Best Friend!



Effective Online Searches To Find Recognition 
Information

• How to make your Google searches more effective 

• Searching for institutions/programs in original language

• Using site: search to narrow results down to particular websites (ministry, 
institution sites) 



Using “site:” search to browse only particular websites 
(ministry, institutions) for recognition info

China: include one of the following 
search terms for authoritative 
results:

• Moe.edu.cn

• Edu.cn

• Gov.cn

Be cautious with information from 
other sources! 



“Site:” search example: Philippines

D’oh!



But when we use “site:” search…Bingo!



Searching For Institutions/Programs In Original Language

• Using name of institution in 
native language when 
performing online searches will 
often net better results

• Examples: Mongolia (images at 
right), Russia



orrrrrr



Mongolia Results?



Eureka!!!



Program Level

• Familiarity with Educational System

• Familiarity with Language

• Familiarity with Credentials

Resources: 

Ministry websites

University websites

NAFSA/NUFFIC/IQAS, etc.



How to use UNESCO ISCED Mappings

• UNESCO’s ISCED Mappings to find information about credentials and 
their relative place within their respective national education systems

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/ISCEDMappings/Pages/default.a
spx

• 1. ISCED Levels – what do they mean?

• 2. Example case: Cameroon

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/ISCEDMappings/Pages/default.aspx


ISCED Level Classifications
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Docume

nts/isced97-en.pdf

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Library/Documents/isced97-en.pdf


ISCED Mapping Example: Cameroon 

ISCED Mapping for Cameroon - 1997 classification scheme
Diplôme de professeur de l'enseignement secondaire grade 1 et 2 (DIPES 1/DIPES II)
Equivalent US education level?
http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/ISCEDMappings/Documents/Sub-Saharan%20Africa/Cameroun_ISCED_mapping.xls

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/ISCEDMappings/Documents/Sub-Saharan Africa/Cameroun_ISCED_mapping.xls


Qualification Registers And How To Use Them

• Using qualification registers to identify level of credential within 
national education system and determine appropriate US level

• 1. Germany DQR

• 2. United Kingdom Ofqual (Office of Qualifications and Examinations 
Regulation) Register



Germany DQR
http://www.dqr.de/content/2316.php

Mapped against EQF!

http://www.dqr.de/content/2316.php


United Kingdom Ofqual Register
http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/

https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-
levels

Mapped against UK QCF, plus 
you can look up recognized 
provider institutions for 
accreditation info!

http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/what-different-qualification-levels-mean/list-of-qualification-levels


Foreign “Credits”



Can we take credits at face value?



Why NEVER to Assume You Know the Conversion

公共选修课(见附录3) 10 其中艺术限选课≥2学分 选
修

专业选修课（见续表） 28

任意选修课 37

实践环节 55
必
修

总 计 304

http://www.tqd.shu.edu.cn/LinkClick.aspx?link=%e7%9b%b8%
e5%85%b3%e4%b8%8b%e8%bd%bd%2f%e6%a1%a3%e6%a1%
88%e5%ad%a6%e4%b8%93%e4%b8%9a%e6%95%99%e5%ad
%a6%e8%ae%a1%e5%88%92%e8%a1%a8.xls&tabid=14288&m
id=55157

http://www.tqd.shu.edu.cn/LinkClick.aspx?link=%E7%9B%B8%E5%85%B3%E4%B8%8B%E8%BD%BD/%E6%A1%A3%E6%A1%88%E5%AD%A6%E4%B8%93%E4%B8%9A%E6%95%99%E5%AD%A6%E8%AE%A1%E5%88%92%E8%A1%A8.xls&tabid=14288&mid=55157


China: Credit Values and Course Levels

• “Study Plan” in Chinese: 培养方案/教学计划/培养计划

• Recommended Google Search format:

培养方案+School domain
i.e. http://wxy.hue.edu.cn/a/9rencaipeiyang/peiyangfangan/20150526/257.html

http://wxy.hue.edu.cn/a/9rencaipeiyang/peiyangfangan/20150526/257.html


China: Credit Requirements

Hebei University of Education: 
www.hue.edu.cn

Recommended Google Search format: 
培养方案+hue.edu.cn

http://jcx.hue.edu.cn/rcpy/zk/

http://jcx.hue.edu.cn/rcpy/zk/2016-06-06/714.html

http://www.hue.edu.cn/
http://www.hue.edu.cn/
http://jcx.hue.edu.cn/rcpy/zk/
http://jcx.hue.edu.cn/rcpy/zk/2016-06-06/714.html


China: Credit Requirements 
(Post-Secondary – Self-Study)



China: Credit Requirements 
(Post-Secondary – Self-Study)

http://www.zikao365.com/new/201208/li2012082215
550924969545.shtml

http://www.zikao365.com/fujian/zhuanye/wa1412234
670.shtml

http://www.zikao365.com/fujian/zhuanye/wa2014111
112011950379605.shtml 62

http://www.zikao365.com/new/201208/li2012082215550924969545.shtml
http://www.zikao365.com/fujian/zhuanye/wa1412234670.shtml
http://www.zikao365.com/fujian/zhuanye/wa2014111112011950379605.shtml


Secondary Curricula:
UNESCO World Data on Education 2010/2011

http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/document/world-data-education-seventh-edition-2010-11

• Determining course hours for secondary curricula
• 1. Where to look and what to pick (look at years for better matching)

• 2. Method for converting to US high school/Carnegie Units

http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/document/world-data-education-seventh-edition-2010-11


UNESCO World Data on 
Education 2010/2011 

con.

Example: Venezuela 

Convert to US HS Units:
1 hr per week per year = .25 units
2 hrs per week per year = .50 units
3 hrs = .75 units
4-5 hrs = 1.00 unit (because 1.25 unit HS courses 
not typically found in US)

Check year!



Grade Conversion 
& GPA Calculation



Typical Traditional Indian Grading Scale

Do different minimum 
passing scores change how 
we interpret this scale?



How Accurate Is Overall Degree Classification In 
Determining GPA?

Final classification may:
• Be based only on final year or 

two
• Be based on different 

weighting for each year with 
final year(s) weighted most 
heavily

• Count only major courses
• Exclude failures
• Allow First Class only if all 

exams passed on first attempt



Newer Indian grading system: 10-point scale

63

http://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/9555132_Guidelines.pdf



Are all 10-point scales the same?

The purpose seems to be similar to the 4.0 system in the US:
Regardless of institutional differences in implementing the system, the meaning of a given GPA seems 
generally consistent from one institution to another. 

64



What If You Have Both the Traditional Class System and the 
10-point System?



Foreign GPA: To Trust or NOT to Trust?

http://www.cec.zju.edu.cn/attachments/2015-
12/01-1449664901-173413.pdf

http://www.cec.zju.edu.cn/attachments/2015-12/01-1449664901-173413.pdf


Is A always an A?

http://law.bjtu.edu.cn/docs/20140719204147021208.pdf

http://www.bjtu.edu.cn/pub/xxgk/xxgksxqs/xsglfwxx/18999.htm

Beijing Jiaotong University 北京交通大学 - “Dual” grading scales?

http://law.bjtu.edu.cn/docs/20140719204147021208.pdf
http://www.bjtu.edu.cn/pub/xxgk/xxgksxqs/xsglfwxx/18999.htm


This HAS to Be in Your Toolbox!



Internet Archive’s “Way Back Machine”

• How to look on the Way Back Machine (archive.org/web) for 
information about length, entry requirements, etc. for older programs 
with no active or current info available

Example case: 
Brazilian 
Bacharelado em
Meteorologia (2001)



Example case: 
Brazilian Bacharelado em Meteorologia

Current program is five years, but by looking at school’s 
website on Way Back Machine…



Example case: 
Brazilian Bacharelado em Meteorologia con.

….we can see that program was four years at the time 
the student was enrolled:



No, Thank YOU!

Copies of this presentation are available at:

http://www.foreigncredits.com/Resources/

https://www.ece.org/presentations

http://www.chinacredentialservices.com/about/conference-presentations/

http://www.foreigncredits.com/Resources/
https://www.ece.org/presentations
http://www.chinacredentialservices.com/about/conference-presentations/

