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• Building a Vocabulary
• To establish document requirements and institutional policies

• Better communicate with international students

• Quicker document review and decision making

• Documentation Expectations
• Alllllllll the samples!

• Fraud Detection

OBJECTIVES:



INDIA



EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM OF INDIA

https://work.alberta.ca/documents/india-international-education-guide.pdf



COMMON VOCABULARY - INDIA



COMMON VOCABULARY - INDIA

Provisional Certificate

Marks Sheet

10 + 2

Standard X
Standard XII

All India Council for Technical 
Education

Pre-University 
Examination 

Condoned Pass Affiliate College

University Grants 
Commission

Board of Secondary and 
Higher Secondary EducationTeaching Institution

Grace Mark

Minimum Pass



• Grades 9 – 12

• Two stages
• Standard X and Standard XII (10+2)

• Documents are issued by an 
external examination board at 
the end of grade 10 and 12.
• There are over 30 boards

• National (CBSE) and State (eg. 
Gujarat Secondary and Higher 
Secondary Education Board)

SECONDARY EDUCATION IN INDIA



• Various names at each level
• Secondary School Examination

• Secondary School Certificate

• Matriculation Examination

• Higher Secondary School Certificate

• Senior School Certificate

• Pre-University Examination

• Intermediate Examination

SECONDARY EDUCATION IN INDIA:
DOCUMENTS TO EXPECT











• A full set of documents gives the 
whole picture

• Grades 9 – 12

• Some schools issue grade 9 and 
11 results

• They are not considered official in 
India 

• May indicate performance 
trends, but are often unavailable

• High School Diploma 
Equivalency?

• Standard XII is the benchmark 
credential granting access to 
higher education in India

• Key Words:
• ‘Secondary’ and ‘Higher 

Secondary’

• Standard X and Standard XII

• Junior and Senior Secondary

• 10 + 2

• Intermediate

• Examination Board

KEY TAKEAWAYS:



POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION IN 
INDIA

Standard XII (Senior 
Secondary)

Diploma 
(Polytechnic) 2 + 1 years

PhD

Master
(MA, Msc., Mcom.) 2 years

Bachelor 
(BA/BSc./Bcom, Btech/Beng/Bagr, BDS, MBBS) 3 

-5.5 years

Bachelor of Education 

1 year

Master of Philosophy

1 year

Post Graduate Diploma

1 year



• Many technical, vocational, 
and professional programs 
are also available
• Institute of Engineers

• Institute of Chartered 
Accountants

• Be on the look out for 
unaccredited programs in the 
fields of computer training, 
fashion, etc.

• Following the Standard XII 
Examination, students are 
eligible for enrollment in 
higher education
• Bachelor of Arts, Commerce, or 

Science, or, a professional 
degree, such as law, 
engineering, or medicine

• Followed by the B.Ed., Master, 
M.Phil, and Ph.D. levels

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION IN 
INDIA



Document Considerations
• Teaching Institutions versus Degree 

Granting Institutions

• Provisional Degree Certificates versus 
‘Final’ Degree Certificates

• Or Marks Sheets alone

• Individual Marks Sheets versus 
Cumulative / Transcripts

• Reading Marks Sheets

• Professional Qualifications

POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION IN 
INDIA



DEGREE CERTIFICATE



Recommendation: May be 
accepted as evidence of 

completing all requirements 
for the degree in question, the 
name of the degree, and the 

date upon which it was 
approved by the responsible 

university governing body. 

• Issued to students who have 
completed all degree 
requirements 

• It is widely recognized and 
accepted for both 
employment and continuing 
education.

THE PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE



THE PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATE



Attested Copy



INDIVIDUAL VERSUS CONSOLIDATED 
MARKS SHEET



READING MARKS SHEETS



TEACHING INSTITUTIONS VS. DEGREE 
GRANTING INSTITUTIONS



MARKS SHEETS – SUFFICIENT ALONE?



PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS



Key Words:
• Provisional Certificate

• (Cumulative) Marks Sheet or 
Statement of Marks

• Convocation Ceremony

• Degree Examination

• Date of Graduation / Conferral

• Final Marks Sheet and Degree 
Certificate should be issued by 
the Degree Granting Institution

• Provisional Certificate
• Recommendation is to accept as 

official

• Final Marks Sheet
• Accepted alone as proof of 

degree?

• Full Set of Documents
• Individual Marks Sheets (ONLY IF 

YOU CARE ABOUT 
FAILURES/MULTIPLE ATTEMPTS)

KEY TAKEAWAYS:



• Fraudulent documents, 
while possible, are an 
exception to the rule.

• More frequently, we see 
altered documentation

FRAUD AND FORGERY IN INDIA 

TIPS FOR DETECTING FRAUD
Names and Dates

Seals

Serial and Registration Numbers

Signatures

Degree Titles

Institution Names

Color and Clarity

Paper Size
Formatting, spelling, typing errors



FRAUD AND FORGERY IN INDIA 







CHINA



EDUCATIONAL 
SYSTEM OF CHINA

https://www.epnuffic.nl/en/publications/find-a-publication/education-system-china.pdf



COMMON VOCABULARY - CHINA



COMMON VOCABULARY - CHINA

Graduation Certificate - 毕业证书

Self-Study

Diploma -学士学位

Gao Kao -高考

China Higher Education Student 
Information & Career Center 

(CHSICC)

Benke

Front Loaded National College Entrance Examination

Zhuanke

China Academic Degrees and Graduate 
Education Development Center (CDGDC)



SECONDARY EDUCATION IN CHINA

• Six years (3 + 3)

• Junior and Senior Middle 
School

• Documents are issued by 
the school attended
• Diploma and Transcript issued in 

Chinese

• High possibility of fraud at 
the secondary level
• Verification is possible!



Consider requesting grades 7 – 9 
(Junior Middle School) for a full 

picture of a student’s 
achievement

JUNIOR MIDDLE 
SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT



SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA



SECONDARY SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT



CHARACTER CLUES

Middle School

Upper Middle

Graduated/Graduation



National College Entrance 
Examination (Gaokao,高考)

• Huikao (会考) or APT is the 
prerequisite

• High stakes examination 

• Mandatory for enrollment in 
higher education

General Examination for High 
School Students (also known 
as the huikao (会考) or joint 
exam) or the Academic 
Proficiency Test (APT)

• Subject content designed 
and administered by 
provincial/local education 
authorities

HIGH SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS IN 
CHINA



Fraud is more difficult to recognize 
at the secondary level

• China National College Entrance 
Scores (Gaokao) can be verified

• China Secondary Education 
Qualification Certificate (HS Diploma) 
can be verified

What to request from a student:

• Verification Report of China 
Secondary Education 
Qualification Certificate 
• 中等教育学历认证报告

• Verification Report of China 
National College Entrance 
Examination Scores
• 高考成绩认证报告

HOW TO COMBAT FRAUD – SECONDARY 
DOCUMENTATION FROM CHINA

http://www.chsi.com.cn/

http://www.cdgdc.edu.cn/



Key Words

• Junior / Senior Middle School

• National College Entrance 
Examination (Gaokao, 高考)

• Verification Report of China 
Secondary Education 
Qualification Certificate -（中等教
育学历认证报告）

• Verification Report of China 
National College Entrance 
Examination Scores  - (高考成绩认
证报告)

• Documentation is issued by 
the school attended

• High possibility of fraud
• Sometimes internal, verify using 

outside body when possible

• Just like India, consider 
requesting the full 9 – 12 
results

KEY TAKEAWAYS



Two main streams

• Regular

• Adult

Self-Study also available at 
the tertiary level

HIGHER EDUCATION IN CHINA



Graduation Certificate - 毕业证书

Signifies completion of the 
program, but not all degree 

requirements

Grants access to employment 
and some further education

Degree Certificate -学位证书

Final degree award

Signifies completion of the 
program and all degree 

requirements

Grants access to employment 
and further education

CHINA IS A DUAL CREDENTIAL SYSTEM



• Undergraduate
• Short-cycle (zhuanke)

• Long-cycle (benke)

• Bachelor (4 – 5 years)

• Master degree, 2 – 3 years
• Professional and academic 

options

• Doctoral (Ph.D.) degree, 
minimum of 3 years

REGULAR HIGHER EDUCATION - CHINA

International Qualifications Assessment Service, Government of 
Alberta, Canada



Documentation Expectations:

• Zhuanke Certificate of 
Graduation (专科毕业证书)

• Benke Certificate of 
Graduation (本科毕业证书)

• Students may be issued a 
certificate of completion if 
they have completed the 
program but with 
deficiencies in some areas

ZHUANKE (专科) AND BENKE (本科) 

Zhuanke Certificate of 
Graduation



BACHELOR DEGREE (本科) - CHINA

Graduation Certificate - 毕业证书 Degree Certificate -学士学位



BACHELOR DEGREE (本科) - CHINA

• The Graduation Certificate (毕业证书) is 
issued by the institution

• The Diploma / Degree Certificate (学士
学位) is issued by the Academic 
Degrees Committee of the State 
Council.

• The Graduation Certificate is issued first 
as a prerequisite of the degree. The 
student must meet requirements for 
the bachelor’s degree to receive the 
Diploma / Degree Certificate (since 
1992)

Diploma / Degree Certificate 
-学士学位



MASTER DEGREE (硕士学位) - CHINA



MASTER DEGREE
(硕士学位) - CHINA

• The Graduation Certificate (毕业证书) is 
issued by the institution

• The Diploma / Degree Certificate (学士
学位) is issued by the Academic 
Degrees Committee of the State 
Council.

• The Graduation Certificate is issued first 
as a prerequisite of the degree. The 
student must meet requirements for 
the bachelor’s degree to receive the 
Diploma / Degree Certificate (since 
1992)



DOCTORAL DEGREE / PHD (博士学位) -
CHINA 

• Students receive a certificate of 
graduation from a doctoral 
program (博士研究生毕业证书) 
and a doctoral degree 
certificate (博士学位证书).

• Expect 2 – 3 semesters of 
coursework, followed by 2 years 
preparing for defense of the 
thesis



DOCTORAL DEGREE / PHD (博士学位) -
CHINA 



Self-Study
• Open enrollment

• Junior College and 
undergraduate level

• Students receive a graduation 
certificate - biye zhengshu (毕业
证书,) 

• They may then apply for a 
bachelor’s degree certificate -
xueshixuewei zhengshu (学士学位
证书.)

Adult Education
• Flexible: Distance Learning, Part-

Time, Full-time

• 30% of undergraduate students 
are enrolled in adult higher 
education institutions

• Admission based on the 
National Adult College Entrance 
Examination (also known as “the 
adult Gaokao.”) 

• A high school diploma not 
required

ADULT AND SELF-STUDY HIGHER 
EDUCATION - CHINA



ADULT HIGHER EDUCATION – JUNIOR 
COLLEGE DIPLOMA PROGRAM



SELF-TAUGHT HIGHER EDUCATION –
JUNIOR COLLEGE DIPLOMA PROGRAM



Documentation Expectations:

• Typically result in a Graduation 
Certificate ONLY

• Do not fit the two certificate 
standard

ADULT AND SELF-STUDY HIGHER 
EDUCATION - CHINA



Key Words:

• Degree Certificate -学士学
位

• Graduation Certificate - 毕业
证书

• Zhuanke (专科) 

• Benke (本科) 

• Self-Study

• Adult Education

• Dual Credential System
• Need both the Graduation 

Certificate and Degree 
Certificate for all levels 

• Zhuanke programs are an 
exception

• Adult and Self Study 
programs exist, and are 
recognized by MOE

KEY TAKEAWAYS



VOCABULARY

What we call it: What your students may call it:

Diploma Graduation Certificate

Degree Certificate

Short-term undergraduate program Zhuanke

Long-term undergraduate program Benke



• China’s higher education 
documentation is very 
standardized
• Regardless of institution

• Serial Numbers and Format

• CDGDS, CHSI

• Know your expected 
formats and documents, 
and you’re on your way!

TIPS FOR DETECTING FRAUD
Names and Dates

Seals

Serial and Registration Numbers

Signatures

Degree Titles

Institution Names

Color and Clarity

Paper Size

Formatting, spelling, typing errors

DETECTING FRAUD – HIGHER EDUCATION 
DOCUMENTATION FROM CHINA



• Complete and incomplete 
programs may be verified

• CDGDC may send paper 
copies of verification reports 
directly to the institution 
• For completed programs only

• CHESICC – China Credentials 
Verification allows you to verify 
a Higher Education 
Qualification Certificate and a 
Student Record
• Online

• Paper

DETECTING FRAUD – HIGHER EDUCATION 
DOCUMENTATION FROM CHINA

http://www.chsi.com.cn/



Expect two certificates for 
complete bachelor and master 

programs after 1992.

DEGREE CERTIFICATE
FORMATS

https://shelbycearley.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/learn-to-read-chinese-

credentials.pdf

More resources at: https://work.alberta.ca/documents/china-degree-

certificate.pdf



• 17 digits

• 1-5 digits – school number

• 6th digit – program type (1-
Regular, 5-Adult Education)

• 7-10th digits – year

• 11-12 digits – level of 
education (01 - doctorate, 02 -
master's, 04 - 2nd bachelor's, 
05 - benke, 06 - zhuanke)

• 13-17 digits - serial number

SERIAL NUMBERS (2001 – 2005)



• 16-17 symbols

• Regular Degrees: 16 digits

• 1-5 digits – school number

• 6th digit – degree type (2-
Doctor, 3-Master, 4-
Bachelor)

• 7-10th digits – year

• 11-16 digit – serial number

SERIAL NUMBERS (AFTER 2005)



Almost everything can be 
verified, just like Secondary 

Level Credentials!

PREVENTING FRAUD AT THE POST-
GRADUATE LEVEL IN CHINA

What to Request:

• Verification Report of China 
Higher Education Qualification 
Certificate（高等教育学历认证报
告）

• Verification Report of China 
Higher Education Student's 
Academic Transcript（大学成绩认
证报告）

• Verification reports (认证报告) 



Sonya Brauchle

Client Relations Manager and International Education Specialist

Foreign Credits, Inc.

sbrauchle@foreigncredits.com

This presentation is available at www.foreigncredits.com

THE END

mailto:sbrauchle@foreigncredits.com
http://www.foreigncredits.com/

